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Saraswati Khadky was among 

the first woman to start her own 

enterprise successfully with the 

financial assistance of Manushi. 

She realized her dream to 

become a self-sustainable 

entrepreneur!  

In 2004, despite being a broke 

housewife with two sons and 

two daughters to take care of, 

Saraswati dreamed of creating 

her own line of Nepali shoes 

and slippers. She has the skills 

and talent, and all she needed 

was a startup to realize her 

dream. She heard about a 

micro-credit program operated 

by Manushi.  

Her entrepreneurial plan and financial need matched the requirement of 

Manushi’s micro-credit program. For the first year, she received 10,000 

Nepali rupees or the equivalence of US$ 138. With this amount, 

Saraswati bought raw material to produce her own line of shoes. Her 

husband was very supportive of her dream. He helped build her dream.  

“I remember at that time, in 2004, I used to sell 40 pairs in a month and 

today I can sell 100 pairs,” said Saraswati. Today, she is selling directly 

to her customers from her house to shops based in Kathmandu and 

Pokhara. Among her customers are living abroad. “Some of them are 

living abroad and they always like to buy shoes for their friends. My 

shoes are also sold to the United States and to other foreign countries.”  

This year, she continues her partnership with Manushi. She received 

50,000 Nepali rupees as follow up loan. She will use the money to 

develop a new line of shoes. Her plan is to come up with a new line 

leather soles. She is planning to hire someone to help her home-based 

  

 Saraswati and her husband showing her creations. 

                                         Photo: Sylvaine Plan 
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Events Diary 2012  

4-6 October 2012 

WFTO Europe Regional 

Conference and Annual 

General Meeting (AGM) of 

European members of the 

WFTO 

 

9-12 October 2012 

WFTO Asia Regional 

Conference and Annual 

General Meeting (AGM) 

of Asian members of the 

WFTO 

 

12 October 2012 
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shoe production, and if the sales are good she would like to expand the 

production and hire workers from the community.  

  

 Produced at home, some of these slippers are sold abroad.             Photo: Sylvaine Plan  

Saraswati is building her dream and at the same time she is providing 

for her family’s basic needs.  

About the Manushi’s micro-credit system 
The micro-credit program of Manushi was established in 2002. Today, 

the program has 10 branches with 65 employees. It provides financial 

loans to enterprising women. “In the micro-credit system, there is no 

collateral. It is based on a group of five borrowers members; each of the 

member is taking the responsibility for each other; there is a real 

discipline,” said Shova Bajrasharya, senior manager for the micro-

finance program at Manushi.  

About Manushi 
Established in 1991, Manushi is a non-profit NGO. Initially founded for 

the promotion of traditional arts and crafts produced by the poor, 

disadvantaged and marginalized women, Manushi has now grown and 

diversified its activities incorporating management and skill training, 

entrepreneurship development, micro-credit for women, health & 

environment, and gender concerns directly impacting on women's 

empowerment and community development. Manushi is a founding 

member of Fair Trade Group Nepal and a member of the WFTO.  

For more information, please visit http://manushinepal.org/ or to contact 

the micro-finance department at manushimc[@]hotmail.com.np.  

Sylvaine Plan, Intern  
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(AGM) of WFTO 

 

10-11 November 2012 
6th International Fair Trade 
Towns conference in Poznan, 
Poland 
 

20-22 November 2012 

Regional Fair Trade Event in 

Latin America (Ecuador) and 

Annual General Meeting of 

Latin American members of 
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1-3 May 2013 

Annual Conference of Fair 

Trade Federation 

 

  View Calendar  

 

   
 

 

  

© 2012 WFTO •  Privacy 

Policy   |   Jobs and 

Internships  •   

 

 

   

  

  

 

http://archive-com.com/page/712983/2012-11-20/http:/manushinepal.org/
http://archive-com.com/page/712983/2012-11-20/http:/www.wfto.com/index.php?option=com_jcalpro&Itemid=105&extmode=view&extid=256
http://archive-com.com/page/712983/2012-11-20/http:/www.wfto.com/index.php?option=com_jcalpro&Itemid=105&extmode=view&extid=256
http://archive-com.com/page/712983/2012-11-20/http:/www.wfto.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1747&Itemid=305
http://archive-com.com/page/712983/2012-11-20/http:/www.wfto.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1747&Itemid=305
http://archive-com.com/page/712983/2012-11-20/http:/www.wfto.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1747&Itemid=305
http://archive-com.com/page/712983/2012-11-20/http:/www.wfto.com/index.php?option=com_jcalpro&Itemid=105&extmode=view&extid=253
http://archive-com.com/page/712983/2012-11-20/http:/www.wfto.com/index.php?option=com_jcalpro&Itemid=105&extmode=view&extid=253
http://archive-com.com/page/712983/2012-11-20/http:/www.wfto.com/index.php?option=com_jcalpro&Itemid=105&extmode=view&extid=253
http://archive-com.com/page/712983/2012-11-20/http:/www.wfto.com/index.php?option=com_jcalpro&Itemid=105&extmode=view&extid=253
http://archive-com.com/page/712983/2012-11-20/http:/www.wfto.com/index.php?option=com_jcalpro&Itemid=105&extmode=view&extid=253
http://archive-com.com/page/712983/2012-11-20/http:/www.wfto.com/index.php?option=com_jcalpro&Itemid=105&extmode=view&extid=257
http://archive-com.com/page/712983/2012-11-20/http:/www.wfto.com/index.php?option=com_jcalpro&Itemid=105&extmode=view&extid=257
http://archive-com.com/page/712983/2012-11-20/http:/www.wfto.com/index.php?option=com_jcalpro&Itemid=105&extmode=cal
http://archive-com.com/page/712983/2012-11-20/http:/www.wfto.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=968&Itemid=1
http://archive-com.com/page/712983/2012-11-20/http:/www.wfto.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=968&Itemid=1
http://archive-com.com/page/712983/2012-11-20/http:/www.wfto.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=7&Itemid=307
http://archive-com.com/page/712983/2012-11-20/http:/www.wfto.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=7&Itemid=307
http://archive-com.com/page/712983/2012-11-20/http:/www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&pub=mikegorinchem

